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Decoded Magazine is committed to protecting your privacy. This policy explains how we 
collect, use, store, and share your personal data, and sets out your rights under applicable 
data protection law. We have written it in plain language so that it is easy to understand. 

 

1.  Who we are 
Decoded Magazine ("we", "us", or "our") is the data controller responsible for the personal 
data described in this policy. We are an independent electronic music publication with a 
global readership. 

 
Contact details for data protection matters: 

Email: submit@decodedmagazine.com 

Website: decodedmagazine.com 

 

2.  Applicable law 
We process personal data in accordance with: 

–​ the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), as retained in domestic law 
by the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 and amended by the Data Protection, 
Privacy and Electronic Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 
2019; 

–​ the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018); 
–​ the Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations 2003 (PECR), as amended; 
–​ relevant guidance issued by the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO); and 
–​ any further amendments or secondary legislation in force from time to time, including 

those introduced under the Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 which came into force in 
2026. 

 
Where we operate internationally or process data relating to individuals in the European 
Economic Area (EEA), we also take account of the EU GDPR (Regulation (EU) 2016/679) to 
the extent applicable. 

 

3.  What personal data we collect 
We collect personal data in a number of ways depending on how you interact with us. The 
categories of personal data we may collect include: 
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3.1  Data you provide directly 
–​ Name and email address when you subscribe to our newsletter or create an account. 
–​ Contact details and professional information when you submit a press release, mix, 

or editorial pitch. 
–​ Payment information (processed by a third-party payment provider; we do not store 

card data). 
–​ Communications you send us, including emails and social media messages. 
–​ Content you submit, such as mixes, DJ profiles, or reader responses. 

 

3.2  Data collected automatically 
–​ Technical data: IP address, browser type and version, device type, operating system, 

time zone, and pages visited. 
–​ Usage data: how you navigate the website, which content you engage with, and 

referral sources. 
–​ Cookie and tracking data: see Section 9 for our Cookie Policy. 

 

3.3  Data from third parties 
–​ Aggregated analytics from platforms such as Google Analytics. 
–​ Social media interaction data where you engage with our public profiles. 
–​ Data from advertising partners and affiliate networks (where applicable). 

 

4.  How we use your personal data 
We use personal data only where we have a lawful basis for doing so. The table below sets 
out our main processing activities and the lawful basis for each. 

 
Editorial and content delivery 

Publishing articles, reviews, interviews, and other content; operating our newsletter. Lawful 
basis: Legitimate interests (Article 6(1)(f) UK GDPR) — to operate a music publication and 
inform our readership. 

 
Subscription and account management 
Creating and managing subscriber accounts, processing newsletter sign-ups, sending 
transactional emails. Lawful basis: Contract (Article 6(1)(b)) and, where applicable, Consent 
(Article 6(1)(a)). 

 
Marketing communications 

Sending promotional emails about events, releases, and magazine news to subscribers who 
have opted in. Lawful basis: Consent (Article 6(1)(a)). You may withdraw consent at any time 
by clicking 'unsubscribe' in any email. 

 
Analytics and website improvement 
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Understanding how visitors use our website so we can improve it. Lawful basis: Legitimate 
interests (Article 6(1)(f)). 

 
Advertising 

Displaying advertising on our website, including interest-based advertising where you have 
consented via our cookie banner. Lawful basis: Consent (Article 6(1)(a)) for targeted 
advertising; Legitimate interests for contextual advertising. 

 
Legal compliance and enforcement 
Complying with legal obligations, preventing fraud, and enforcing our Terms of Use. Lawful 
basis: Legal obligation (Article 6(1)(c)) and Legitimate interests (Article 6(1)(f)). 

 

5.  Sharing your personal data 
We do not sell your personal data. We may share data with: 

–​ Service providers and data processors: hosting providers, email delivery platforms, 
analytics tools, and payment processors acting on our behalf under data processing 
agreements. 

–​ Advertising and affiliate partners: to the extent that cookie consent has been 
obtained, aggregated or pseudonymised data may be shared with advertising 
networks. 

–​ Our contributors and editorial partners: limited contact data shared where necessary 
to coordinate editorial work, subject to appropriate confidentiality obligations. 

–​ Authorities and regulators: where we are legally required to do so, or where 
necessary to protect the rights, property, or safety of Decoded Magazine, our 
readers, or others. 

–​ Business successors: in the event of a merger, acquisition, or sale of all or part of our 
business, your data may be transferred to the relevant successor. 

 

6.  International transfers 
Some of our service providers are based outside the United Kingdom. Where we transfer 
personal data to a country not deemed adequate by the UK Government or the ICO, we rely 
on: 

–​ the International Data Transfer Agreement (IDTA) or the Addendum to the EU 
Standard Contractual Clauses, as approved by the ICO; or 

–​ another lawful transfer mechanism recognised under UK GDPR. 
 
A list of the countries to which we transfer data and the applicable safeguards is available on 
request. 

 

7.  Retention 
We retain personal data only for as long as necessary for the purposes described in this 
policy, or as required by law. Our standard retention periods are: 
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–​ Newsletter subscriber data: retained for the duration of your subscription plus 12 
months after unsubscribing, unless you request deletion earlier. 

–​ Contributor and editorial correspondence: up to 3 years after the conclusion of a 
working relationship. 

–​ Website analytics data: 26 months in aggregate or anonymised form. 
–​ Legal and compliance records: 6 years (in line with the Limitation Act 1980). 

 
When data is no longer required, it is securely deleted or anonymised. 

 

8.  Your rights 
Under UK GDPR, you have the following rights in relation to your personal data: 

 
–​ Right of access (Article 15): to obtain a copy of the personal data we hold about you 

and information about how we use it. 
–​ Right to rectification (Article 16): to have inaccurate or incomplete data corrected. 
–​ Right to erasure (Article 17): to request deletion of your personal data where there is 

no overriding legitimate reason for us to continue processing it. 
–​ Right to restriction of processing (Article 18): to ask us to limit our use of your data in 

certain circumstances. 
–​ Right to data portability (Article 20): to receive a copy of data you have provided to us 

in a structured, commonly used, machine-readable format. 
–​ Right to object (Article 21): to object to processing based on our legitimate interests, 

including direct marketing. 
–​ Rights related to automated decision-making (Article 22): we do not currently make 

decisions about you solely by automated means that produce legal or similarly 
significant effects. 

 
To exercise any of these rights, please contact us at submit@decodedmagazine.com. We 
will respond within one month. We may ask you to verify your identity before acting on a 
request. 

 
You also have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner's Office 
(ICO) at ico.org.uk or by calling 0303 123 1113. We would, however, welcome the 
opportunity to address any concern directly before you contact the ICO. 

 

9.  Cookies 
We use cookies and similar tracking technologies on our website. Cookies are small text 
files stored on your device that help us operate the site and understand how it is used. 

 

9.1  Categories of cookies we use 
–​ Strictly necessary cookies: essential for the website to function. No consent is 

required. 
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–​ Analytics cookies (e.g. Google Analytics): help us understand visitor behaviour. 
Consent required. 

–​ Advertising and targeting cookies: used to serve relevant advertising. Consent 
required. 

–​ Functionality cookies: remember your preferences and settings. Consent required. 
 

9.2  Managing cookies 
When you first visit our website, you will be presented with a cookie consent banner. You can 
accept all cookies, reject non-essential cookies, or manage your preferences in detail. You 
can change your preferences at any time via the 'Cookie Settings' link in the footer of our 
website. 

 
You can also control cookies through your browser settings. Note that disabling certain 
cookies may affect the functionality of the website. 

 
Our use of cookies for electronic marketing is governed by the Privacy and Electronic 
Communications Regulations 2003 (PECR), as amended. 

 

10.  Third-party links 
Our website contains links to third-party websites, platforms, and social media profiles. This 
policy does not apply to those sites. We encourage you to read their privacy policies before 
submitting any personal data to them. 

 

11.  Children 
Our website and services are not directed at children under 13 years of age. We do not 
knowingly collect personal data from children. If you believe a child has provided us with 
personal data, please contact us at submit@decodedmagazine.com and we will take steps 
to delete it promptly. 

 

12.  Security 
We take appropriate technical and organisational measures to protect your personal data 
against accidental or unlawful destruction, loss, alteration, or unauthorised access. These 
include encryption in transit (TLS/SSL), access controls, and regular security reviews. 

 
In the event of a personal data breach that is likely to result in a risk to your rights and 
freedoms, we will notify the ICO within 72 hours in accordance with Article 33 UK GDPR 
and, where required, notify affected individuals without undue delay. 

 

13.  Changes to this policy 
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We may update this policy from time to time to reflect changes in our practices, technology, 
or legal obligations. We will publish any updated version on this page with a revised effective 
date. Where changes are material, we will notify subscribers by email. 

 
We encourage you to review this policy periodically. 

 

14.  Contact us 
If you have any questions about this policy or how we handle your personal data, please 
contact: 

 
Decoded Magazine — Data Protection 

Email: submit@decodedmagazine.com 

Website: decodedmagazine.com 

 
For complaints, you may also contact the Information Commissioner's Office: 

Website: ico.org.uk 

Telephone: 0303 123 1113 

Post: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, 
SK9 5AF 

 

 

This privacy policy was prepared in accordance with UK GDPR, the Data Protection Act 2018, PECR, and the 
Data (Use and Access) Act 2025. Effective 1 April 2026. 
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